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IX. A Letter from Robert More Efq\ to the 
Prefident, containing fever al curious Re* 
marks in his Travels through Italy. 

SIR, 

&?*</ June 14. TT FIND myfelf fo agreeably led through 

I75 °* JL Italy by your Letter, which I re- 
ceived from Mr. Watfon, that I cannot help adding 
to the Trouble I before gave you, this, with my 
hearty Thanks. 

When I got to Barcelona, I did not indeed find 
an Opportunity of going immediately to Naples, as 
you : propofed 5 yet am I not forry that I was forced 
through the South of France, where are many Places, 
I thought, well worth feeing. 

When I got into Italy, it was moft convenient 
for me to haftcn ta Rome 5 where I (pent the Win- 
ter; and went early to meet the Spring at Naples; 
from which I began your Route. 

You cannot more regret your own not having 
feen the natural Curiofities of that Place, than I do 
the Lois thereby to the Public. The Voyage- writers 
do not feem to me fufficiently to have considered 
the Force and Effe&s of Steam, which may be 
formed by Springs of Water failing upon a vaft Sur- 
face of the fluid Lava, and talk too much of Sulphur, 
deceived by the Complexion of a Salt that covers 
the Ground in fome Plases there. In the Solfatara 
I held a cold Iron in the Vent, and there ran down 
it a Stream of Water. When I went down into 
the Crater on the Top of Vefuvius, it was full of 

Smoak. 
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Smoak. Yet I did not perceive it fuflfocating, and 
thought it Steam. The Guides indeed tell the Eng~ 
life, that a Milorde of their Country was fuffocatcd 
there : Being asked his name, they think it was my 
Lord Tlinio. That which they call Sulphur, when 
1 got it home,* 'ran per detiquittm. 

i owe to you the feeing of Beneventum i a Place 
full of Antiquities. At Arienza, a Village half. 
way to it, I fdw GoppiceAvoods, from which they 
make Manna. They are of the Tree which our 
Gardeners call the flowering Aft. The Manna is 
procured by wounding the Bark at the Seafon, and 
catching the Sap in Cups: It .beans to run (they 
u,ed th? ScripmrcTam ?W,/i. e. to rain) .he 
Beginning of Auguft 5 and, if the Seafon proves dry 
they gather it 5 or 6 Weeks. The King has a-^r-eat 
Revenue from its yet the Tree grows as well in 
England. 

At Term I was obliged to your Dire&ions for 
feeing the Cafcade below, as well as above, I went 
down by the Side ef the Precipice > which I believe 
few have done 5 or they would not imagine the Fall 
£0 little as Miff on make it, very fhort of what the 

People of the Place call it. Mr. Addijbn, on the 

contrary, makes the Aquedu£ at Spoleto as many- 
Yards, as I take it to be Palms. One finds indeed 
ftrange Incorreftnefs in all the Travel- writers (tho* 
you very juftly recommended the beft) when one reads 

them upon the Spot. « One of them conje&ures 

the fine Bridge in Ruins at Kami might have been 
an Aqueduct, which manifeftiy rofe all the Way 
tdwards the Town, to eafe the fteep Afcent to it. 
But I was moll furprifed to fee Mr. Addifon mif- 

quote 
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quote a Latin Verfe of Bembo's y under a Statue of 
Bacchus^ which I think he -calls Apollo's. 

I believe the Mufettm of the Specula at Bologna 
is improved fmce you were there j the joint Coll ctions 
of Count Marfigliy Marchcfe Co/pi, Aldrovandus y 
and others, form the fineft Sett of natural Curiofitics 
I ever faws and are now improving by the Munifi- 
cence of the prefeht Pope. 

I had certainly miffed feeing the continual Fires 
upon the Apennines^ by the Badnefs of the Weather, 
if it had not been*for your Caution. I indeed law 
that at Fiorenzupla only at a D ftance ; but I ipent 
c;ood Part of a Nteht over a more confiderable one, 
as they told me, at 'Pietra Mala, a Village among 
the Snows. The Fire I imagine to be of the fame 
fost with that about aiittle Well at Brofely* in 
Shropjlire, of which I think the Society has had 
an Account 5 the fame as of the foul Air lent them 
from Sir James Lowthers t Coal-pits 5 and the like 
made by a Gentleman with Filings of Iron and Oil 
of Vitriol. The Flame here, when I faw it, was 
extremely bright, cover'd a Surface of about 3 Yards 
by 2, and rofe about 4 Feet high. After great Rains 
and Snows, they faid, the whole bare Patch, of about 
9 Yards Diameter, flames. The Gravel, out of 
which it rifes, at a very little Depth, is quite cold. 
There are three of thefe Fires in that Neighbour- 
hood y and there was one they call extinct. I went 
to the Place to light it up again, and left it flaming. 

The 
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The Middle of the laft Place is a little hollowed, 
and had in it a Puddle of Water : There were llrong 
Ebullitions of Air through the Water, But that Air 
would not take Fire 5 yet what rofe through the Wet 
wet and cold Gravel flamed brishtlv. Near either 
of thefe flames, removing the Surface of the Gra- 
vel, that below would take Fire from lighted Matches. 
Sir, I beg Leave to repeat my Thanks for your 
kind Afiiftance in this Tour, and to profefs myfelf 

Tour mofl obliged, and 
I'ghrn, jum 5 . n, s. obedient Servant, 

I/jO. 

Robert More. 



X. ExtraB of Letter from Mr. William 
Arderon F R. S. to Mr, Henry Baker 
F. R. S. containing an Account of a Dwarf; 
together with a Comparifon of his Dimen- 
fwns with thofe of a Child under four Years 
old ; by David Erskine Baker. 

Kovxkh, May 12, itco, 

*«<[««*. 4 . « VfOHNCoan, a Dwarf, was born at 
/5 • « j Twitfiall in Norfolk, in the Year 
" 1728, and has been fhewn in this City for fome 
Weeks paft. I weigh'dhim myfelf^r. 3, 17 jo,and 
his Weight, with all his Cloaths, was no more than 
34 Pounds. 1 likewife carefully mcafured him, and 
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